
Quick Tips on Story Sharing
 
The Vietnamese Boat People Journeys map was created to allow individuals to contribute stories about
themselves and/or families to a collective that together paints a more comprehensive picture of our
complex journeys and lived experiences.

Before you begin to share a story, take a look at these quick tips.

1. An Artifact: To share a story, you are required to upload an artifact that is significant to the story.
Be prepared to upload photo(s) of an artifact (in JPEG OR PNG format) that has  significance to
you and the story.

Examples can be, something brought from Vietnam, handed down between generations, or even
something new that reminds you of your family’s diaspora story. Other examples can be as
simple as photographs of families or places, a family recipe, an heirloom jewelry, or an article of
clothing.

If you are gathering a story from someone, ask the person if there are items that triggers
memories or instills pride about their story.

2. Story Writing: You can tell a comprehensive story of the journey from Vietnam, or choose to tell
a short story about a portion of your journey or something related to your artifact(s). If you are
gathering a story from someone, take a look at some sample questions below to help you get
started.

3. Dates & Locations: The form will ask for important dates and places, for example birthplace,
departure dates and locations, refugee camp locations. While we understand that not all
journeys are linear, please try to respond with as much information as you have, and choose the
dates and locations that have the most significance to your story.

If you don’t have these dates and locations readily available, we encourage you to ask family
members questions to gather this information. The more dates and locations you can contribute
will enable your story to be mapped and searchable for readers.

We’ve also included an example story submission. We encourage you to Explore the Map or take a
look at our featured stories for more examples.



Sample questions during story gathering

Below are some sample questions you can ask family members that will help you get started. If you
would like more, explore our Conversation Kit here: https://www.vietnameseboatpeople.org/share
 
Dates & Locations:

● Where were you born? And/or where do you grow up in Vietnam?
● When did you leave Vietnam and from what city?
● Did you stay in other countries or cities during your journey?

 
Impetus for leaving Vietnam: These questions help understand the motivation to make the journey
from Vietnam.

● What do you remember about living in Vietnam? What was your favorite aspect of living in
Vietnam? What was the hardest?

● How old were you when you (your family) left Vietnam? What do you remember the most?
● What was your (or your parents) motivation for leaving Vietnam?
● What were your (or your parents) hopes for your new life outside Vietnam?

Leaving and Adjusting:
● Who did you come with and who did you leave behind?
● What was the most difficult part about leaving?
● What was the journey like?
● Did you stay at a refugee camp, where and what was that like?
● What was life like for you (or your family) trying to adjust in a new country as a

refugee/immigrant? What do you remember the most about that time period?
● Can you remember your most difficult times in a new country? Where did you find strength in

difficult times?
  

Traditions & Reflections:
● What Vietnamese traditions have you continued with your family and/or children? And why are

they important to you?
● What have been your biggest challenges? What have been your greatest sources of joy?

https://www.vietnameseboatpeople.org/share


Name and email 17%

Share your story
This is where we would have the download guide.

Your Name*
We will not use this name on the site. 
Use the Name for Display �eld below to give us a name to use on the site.

Anthony Nguyen

Email Address*
We will not use this email address on the site. 
We ask for this so we can contact you if we need to clarify something in your
submission.

anthony@example.com

Your Name for Display
How should we share your name as the storyteller? You could use your full name, your
�rst name, or even Anonymous. If you leave the �eld blank, we will display “As told by
Anonymous.”

As told by:

Anthony Nguyen

Where do you currently reside?*

Antioch California United States

�

Tracey Nguyen Mang
THE FOLLOWING IS A SAMPLE SUBMISSION 



Share your story 33%

Share your story
On the next page, upload a photo of something important to the story.

Please tell us the story behind the object(s) you are sharing.

Story Ideas
When sharing your story, consider the following questions:

Why is this artifact important?
What signi�cance does this object hold for you?
Tell us about the person(s) behind the story.
What was he or she doing at the time?
When or where was this and what was going on?
Why have you or your family kept this artifact?
Please include signi�cant dates to your diaspora journey.

Who is this story about?*
If you are sharing a story about someone else please make sure that you have the
person's consent.

Title of the story*
Please let us know how you would like to title your story. (25-character limit)

A Slice of Orange

Parent(s)

�



Your story*
(2,000-word limit)

This was the early 80s and tensions were high between neighboring countries of 
Vietnam, and the destruction that was left from the Vietnam War. Vietnam was 
under lockdown trying to limit any attempts of people �eeing out of the country. The 
future uncertain and continuous civil unrest in Vietnam shaken families and their 
lives. 

My grandfather contacted a distant uncle who owned a small �shing boat. This 
uncle had been planning for months to get his pregnant wife out of Vietnam. He had
also trained 5 other young men for this pursuit for about 6 months. My grandfather 
then asked my father, who was seventeen at the time, to go and train under this 
distant uncle for a few months at sea in preparation to escape. My father, his distant 
uncle and the other trained �ve men took a small modi�ed �shing boat out to sea 
during the wee hours of 2:00 am and pretended to be �shing in order to ward off 
any suspicion from the authorities. They gathered rations to last for a few weeks 
along with some small compartments on the boat to hold drinking water.

My father’s distant uncle had planned meeting points along the escape route, with 
several other boats, where they would get oil cans to fuel the engine. They were 
very cautious about creating any suspicion for the authorities. So much so that they 
had bribed someone to distract the guards and policemen by inviting them out to 
have drinks Despite all this preparation they had one false start as the fuel that was

Is there anything you would like to link to that would add to this
story?

This could be a video, blog post, podcast, news story, etc.

Link
Please provide a full URL, including http:// or https://



Upload an artifact 50%

Share your story
What is an Artifact?
Artifacts are anything physical of signi�cance to you — they could have been
brought from Vietnam, handed down between generations, or even something
new that reminds you of your family’s diaspora story. No artifact is too big or too
small.

Examples are: photographs, a family recipe, an heirloom jewelry, or an article of
clothing that holds a story.

Upload an Artifact*
Upload an image �le (ideally a JPG, but PNG or GIF should also work).

IMG_3928.jpeg (1.3 MB) �

Describe the Artifact*
Please provide a brief statement describing what this Artifact depicts. (50-character
limit)

My father’s family reunion after a decade apart.

Upload suggestion: If you are having trouble uploading an image from an

iPhone, go to Settings, then Photos, and scroll down to the bottom. Make sure

that you have set Transfer to Mac or PC to Automatic and try again.

Would you like to upload another Artifact?

Yes



Your childhood 67%

Share your story
Birthplace
Please select the birthplace city of the main person in the story.

Place raised
Please enter the place where the main person in the story was raised if different than
birthplace

Vũng Tàu

�

Vũng Tàu

�

Tracey Nguyen Mang



Your journey 83%

Share your story
Departure
Year departed Vietnam
When did the main person in the story leave Vietnam? 
We recognize that a single year may not accurately re�ect the full story of every family,
but please choose the year that is most signi�cant to the story.

1981

Departure point
Again, a single departure point may not accurately re�ect the story of every family, but
please choose the location that is most signi�cant to the story.

On the journey
Did the main person in the story stay in a refugee camp or
intermediate stop on the journey?

Yes�

Check all camps and intermediate stops:

Thailand - Nong Khai

Thailand - Nakhon Phanom

Thailand - Nong Samet

Thailand - Songkhla

Thailand - Laem Sing

Vũng Tàu
�



Thailand - Chiang Kham

Thailand - Ban Nam Yao

Thailand - Ban Vinai

Malaysia - Pulau Bidong�

Malaysia - Pulau Tengah

Indonesia - Pulau Galang

Indonesia - Pulau Kuku

Indonesia - Pulau Buton

Philippines - Palawan

Philippines - Bataan�

Hong Kong - Tuen Mun

Hong Kong - Whitehead Detention Centre

Macau - Ka Ho

Macau - Ilha Verde

Macau - Luis de Camoes

Singapore - Hawkins Road

Taiwan - Taipei

South Korea - Busan

Japan - Kumamoto

Japan - Nagasaki

United States - Camp Pendleton, California

United States - Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania

United States - Fort Chaffee, Arkansas

United States - Eglin Air Force Base, Florida



United States - Guam

Other (enter location in �eld below)

Other camp or location
If the camp or location is not listed above, please enter the name, location, and country
below

Arrival
Resettlement Location
Where did the main person in the story resettle after the journey?

Honolulu Hawaii United States

Year resettled
What year did the main person in the story resettle?

1983

�



Final step 100%

Share your story
Release*

By submitting this story, I agree to the Terms and Conditions.�

Would you like to subscribe to our newsletter to receive updates
on Vietnamese Boat People?
Emails will be kept private and not shared with anyone.

Yes, please add me to your mailing list

Would you be willing to share your story on the Vietnamese Boat
People podcast?

Yes

How did you hear about this?

Website

�
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